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35th Annual International Conference on Language Teaching and
Learning & Educational Materials Expo

“The Teaching-Learning Dialogue: An Active Mirror”
21 — 23 November, 2009 — Granship, Shizuoka, Japan

Call for Presentations

Deadline for submissions: 12:00 midnight, Friday 24th April, 2009

Divine Comedy.” Though we do not expect the conference to be infernal in any way, we do like the

image that Dante used in that famous first line: “Nel mezzo di cammin di nostra vita......In the middle of
our life’s path.....” The age of 35 is a pivotal one. It is a point at which we are old enough to look back at the
past, while still looking forward to an exciting future; a measure of maturity and presence has been attained.
At 35, the JALT annual conference is now an established major international event on the professional
circuit, and continues to attract outstanding professionals from around Japan and from around the world.

JALT’S annual conference will be 35 years old in 2009, the same age that Dante was when he wrote “The

Our theme for JALT2009, “The Teaching-Learning Dialogue: An Active Mirror,” embraces the multiple
perspectives of being 35. Mirrors allow us to look at a single object from many different angles. In a good
teaching-learning situation, there is always another way of looking at any issue. Teachers do not work alone,
and neither do students. All of us, whether we are teaching, studying, writing, editing, or training, are engaged
in an active dialogue of exploration. This dialogue is often audible, as in a classroom lesson, or visible, as on
a textbook page. But just as often, it is silent, as in private speech, or invisible, as in the hours of feedback and
revision that go into every manuscript before publication or every presentation before delivery.

Like a dialogue, a mirror is both a reflector and a stimulus to further action. What is a mirror but a tool that
clarifies the gaze of the ‘other’? We use mirrors to see ourselves in close-up detail, and for increasing our ability
to see others, for signaling, for review, for adding space and light to rooms. Mirrors can work like periscopes, to
refract both the image and our viewpoint of it. Mirrors offer not only duplication but continuation, multiplicity
towards infinity. It is our belief, as co-chairs of a conference about education, that learning and teaching function
together as socially-constructed mirrors of each other, in a dialogue that is always open to expansion and increase,
embracing both the tiny detail and the need for more space and light. Language teaching, like language learning,
proceeds successfully only when reflection and a variety of perspectives are involved. As Dante wrote, true
wisdom, “...through its own goodness gathers up its rays within nine essences, as in a mirror, itself eternally
remaining one...” The dialogue is not only many-sided but stronger for it.

As you prepare to submit a proposal, think about registering, or board a train or plane to attend, think—as
the poets do—about the questions that underlie the journey: a first step towards participating in the teaching-
learning dialogue is to look into the active mirror yourself!

—ema— | —ee—



——JALT2009 Call for Presentations ——

WHO IS MY OTHER?

At the conference, who will I be talking to? Who do I talk to when I teach? Who is it that I want to reach
with my ideas? What do I hope to hear in return?

WHAT WILL BE REFLECTED?
What will I learn? What will I teach? What images will be multiplied, for me and by me?

WHERE AM I GOING?

What will come from this dialogue? Where do I want to take my listeners? Where does this journey lead?

JALT2009 will certainly be, like previous conferences and future ones, an exciting, collaborative, many-
sided forum of ideas, materials, suggestions, reflections, questions, and discussions. With your collaboration
in the global, on-going dialogue of language teaching in Japan and abroad, we will open new spaces for
reflection as well as action, for listening as well as speaking, for giving as well as taking. Please join us at
Granship Shizuoka to continue the conversation!

— Steve Cornwell & Deryn Verity;, Co-Chairs, JALT2009

The Japan Association for Language Teaching

JALT is a professional organization dedicated to the improvement of language learning and teaching

in Japan: a vehicle for the exchange of ideas and techniques and a means of keeping abreast of new
developments in a rapidly changing field. JALT, formed in 1976, is the Japan affiliate of International
TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) and a partner of IATEFL (The International
Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language).

Schedule

Friday, 20 November is a preparation day. There will be Technology and Teaching Workshops aimed at
helping teachers develop their computer related skills in the afternoon, some workshops sponsored by
JALT’s Associate Members and international affiliates in the early evening. Saturday, Sunday, and Monday
(21-23 November) will have a wide range of presentations, workshops, and symposia. The final afternoon
(Monday) will be devoted to more workshops sponsored by JALT’s Associate Members and international
affiliates.

Here is a preliminary outline of the schedule (subject to change without notice):

e Technology and

o Early registration

Teaching workshops

Concurrent
presentations

Domestic forum
SIG meetings

Concurrent
presentations
Executive Board
Meeting (EBM)

Ordinary General
Meeting (OGM)

Friday 20 Nov Saturday 21 Nov Sunday 22 Nov Monday 23 Nov
Opening ceremony Plenary .sesswn(s)
e Set-up Plenary session(s) International forums Plenary session(s)

Concurrent
presentations

Closing ceremony

Join us!

All Chapter and SIG officers and interested JALT members are invited to join in planning the conference
together, especially if you are based in the Tokyo area. We always need another pair of hands and another
point of view. Contact the conference committee <programs@jalt.org> if you would like to take part or talk
to any member of the conference team about what is involved.
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Procedure

Vetted or Unvetted Proposals?

There are two types of presentation proposals: vetted and unvetted. Most sessions at the conference are
vetted. Unvetted proposals are those that are guaranteed inclusion in the conference program because of
contracts with Associate Members and affiliate organizations, or proposals from SIGs, Chapters, and other
parts of JALT for meetings and forums. Unvetted proposals follow slightly different procedures, which can
be found online at <jalt.org/conference/submit/unvetted/>

All proposals, both vetted and unvetted, will be reviewed by the program committee.
Notification of acceptance or rejection of a proposal will be sent by email no later than July 31st.

Notes:

e The vetting procedure is completely anonymous. Only proposals completed according to the guidelines,
received on or before the deadline, will be reviewed.

o Proposals for longer presentations and special events (excluding SIG forums) will be entertained by the
Program Committee only under special circumstances. Brief descriptions of proposals for special events
should be sent to <programs@jalt.org>.

Submitting a Vetted Proposal

Please follow the steps below to ensure your vetted submission is received in its complete and correct form.
Important: Emailed, mailed, or faxed proposals will NOT be accepted.

1. Titles must be no more than 50 characters including spaces. Titles must be in English.

2. Prepare a summary (maximum of 75 words or 150 Japanese characters) and an abstract (150-250 words
or 300-500 Japanese characters). Following the steps below will help ensure your submission is received
properly.

e Plain text only. Don't format your document with tabs, bold text, bullet marks or multiple line breaks
between paragraphs. Please note: All formatting will be stripped when the document is submitted to
the database and sent to the reading committee.

nn ({34

o Use straight quotes and apostrophes, not curly quotes (" " are straight; “ ” are curly).

o Use a single space only after punctuation such as periods, not double spaces.
3. Go to the JALT2009 submissions webpage at:

<http://jalt.org/conference/submit>

4. Enter all your submission details following the on-screen instructions. Once complete, submit your
summary and abstract. DO NOT SEND BY EMAIL. Only website submissions will be accepted.

5. As all correspondence from the program committee regarding your submission will be via email, please
ensure you enter a correct working email address! Also, be sure to notify the program team of any
changes in your contact address. If we cannot contact you via email, your submission will be dropped.
Please note: Webmail services such as Gmail sometimes block legitimate mail due to their strict spam
and junk mail policies. If you must use one of these services, please ensure the database mail address
<conf-data@jalt.org> is entered in your whitelist or list of allowed mail recipients.

6. Once you submit your presentation, you will receive an automatic confirmation email message listing
the details of your submission. In most cases this confirmation email will be sent within a few seconds
of your submission. This email message is your receipt to show your submission has been received and
entered in the conference database. PLEASE KEEP A COPY of this message in case of any queries or
problems related to your submission. If you DO NOT receive a confirmation email message, please
contact the database manager <conf-data@jalt.org> to check the status of your submission. Please
Note: If using a webmail service such as Gmail, Hotmail or Yahoo, check your spam folder or bulk mail
folder first.) In most cases, failure to receive confirmation mail means the presentation details were not
submitted correctly.
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Important Note

Errors in the submission process are entirely the responsibility of the submitter. In cases where the validity
or legitimacy of a submission is in question, a copy of the email receipt must be provided as proof of
submission before the official deadline.

JEBEFREECANMEDR D> T 5E, TOBELITTXTUSEEICH Y T3, IWHFEOFMHELZ LIS
MR Cledst, IERUSHIRNICIRH L7 2 L ZREHT 572012, BN 2 LEmRT A —
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Deadline

The deadline for vetted proposals is midnight, Friday, April 24th, 2009, Japan Standard Time. NO late
submissions will be accepted after this date.

Interest Areas

Presentation rooms at JALT2009 will be organized according to the interest areas below, which closely
parallel JALT Special Interest Groups (SIGs). These are divided into two main sub-groups:

A. Learning/Teaching Contexts

College & University Education (CUE)

Conversation /Language School (EIKAIWA)

Junior/Senior High School (JSHS)

Teaching Children (TC) (Presentations will be included in JALT Junior)
Teaching Mature Learners (Lifelong Language Learning)

General (applicable to any, or at least a range of, teacher/learner populations)

NSk =

Non-teaching content (for meetings and JALT business sessions)

B. Content Areas

1.  Administration, Management, 13. Learner Development (LD)
& Employment Issues (PALE) 14. Listening (LIS)

2. Bilingualism (BIL) 15. Materials Writing and Design (MW)

3. Corpus (COR) 16. Motivation (MOT)

4.  Culture (CUL) 17. Pragmatics (PRAG)

5. Elementary and Preschool (ELEM) 18. Pronunciation (PRON)

6.  English for Specific Purposes (ESP) 19. Reading (READ)

7. Extensive Reading (ER) 20. Sociolinguistics (SL)

8. Gender Awareness in Language 21. Speaking/Communication (SC)
Education (GALE) 22. Study Abroad (SA)

9.  Global Issues in Language Education 23. Teacher Education (TED)
(GILE)

24. Testing and Evaluation (TEVAL)
} 25. Vocabulary (VOC)
11. Languages Other than English or 6. Wit WRIT
Japanese (OLE) : riting ( )

12. Language and Technology (CALL) 27. Igfoq—teachmg are'gl (for meetings and JALT
usiness sessions

10. Japanese as a Second Language (JSL)

Presenters should indicate BOTH which learning/teaching context they are targeting AND which content
area they feel the presentation best fits.
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Formats

Choose the format that best suits the presentation that you want to make. If your submission is deemed
inappropriate for the requested format, we may suggest an alternative. For example, you may be asked to
form a panel with other presenters speaking on a similar topic, or you may be asked to change your planned
presentation into a poster session.

a) Short Paper: (25 minutes)

A formal, presenter-centered lecture where ideas or research results concerning either theory or
practice are presented and audience questions answered. Opportunities for audience participation are
limited.

b) Workshop: (60 minutes)

Presenter(s) model activities, display materials, outline tasks, or introduce issues for discussion.
Participants take an active part.

¢) Long Paper: (60 minutes)
A limited number of long paper submissions will be accepted, depending on space available. Only

those long papers rated highest in the selection process will be considered. Presenters may be asked to
do a short paper instead.

d) Forum: (95 minutes)

Multiple presenters give presentations on a similar topic. A Forum can also be convened as a
roundtable discussion or a panel discussion.

e) Poster Session: (120 minutes)

Poster presentations with charts, graphs, illustrations, and summaries convey information quickly
and effectively, without the formality of other types of presentations. Please note that audio-visual
equipment cannot be used. Posters may be displayed for longer than the specified time, but presenters
should be with their posters during the specified 2-hour period on the conference schedule in order to
answer questions. Poster sessions allow the presenter to enjoy more one-to-one communication with
conference participants.

f) Meeting: (60 minutes)
This format is unvetted and is restricted to JALT business and alumni meetings. No other requests for
this format will be accepted.

Promotional Presentations

Will this session be promoting commercial teaching materials or systems, or other commercial
services? Yes No

Language

Presentations may be delivered in any language although English and/or Japanese are used in the main. If
you plan to submit a proposal in a language other than English or Japanese, please contact <conf-program(@
jalt.org> for further details.

Handouts

All presenters are encouraged to provide bilingual handouts for their presentations at JALT2009. No onsite
copying for presenters can be promised. JALT does not prepare copies for distribution at presentations. If
you plan to distribute handouts, be sure to bring a sufficient number of copies with you (50 is usual). In
addition, presenters will have the opportunity to upload handouts for all conference attendees to access.
Details of this will be emailed to all presenters closer to the conference date.

—— § —s—



——JALT2009 Call for Presentations ——

Equipment

Each room has a whiteboard and a presenter table. All other equipment incurs a charge for rental, delivery,
pick-up, and insurance. THIS CHARGE MUST BE PAID FOR BY THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED IN
THE DATABASE AT THE SAME TIME AS THE CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION FEE.

« OHP (¥2,000) * DVD & monitor (¥2,000)
* OHC (camera) (¥2,000) *  VHS & monitor (¥2,000)
* CD player (¥2,000) * PC projector (¥2,000)

Any other equipment, including cassette players, and computers, must be provided by the presenter.

Please choose your equipment carefully. The final deadline for changes in equipment requests will be
1 October, 2009. Changes to equipment requests after that date will not be possible.

Abstracts

Abstracts are evaluated by the Reading Committee to determine which vetted presentations are accepted.
Each proposal is reviewed by three Reading Committee members. The Reading Committee sees only the
titles and the abstracts.

Please make sure that:

1. Your abstract is between 150 and 250 words in English, 300 to 500 characters in Japanese, and that
your title has a maximum of 50 characters and spaces total.

The presentation’s purpose and point of view are clearly stated.

Supporting details and examples are included.

The best format (i.e., short paper, workshop, long paper, forum) has been selected.
The material outlined can be covered in the allotted time.

The contents have been carefully edited, proofread and written in the third person.

A

No name or information is included in the abstract that could be used to identify the speaker.

Short Summary

The short summary appears in the conference handbook. Short summaries help conference participants
decide which presentations are the most appropriate to their interests. The short summary may be written in
the language of the presentation.

In the short summary, include enough information to convey the main ideas of your presentation. Short
summaries are limited to a maximum of 75 words and to 150 characters in Japanese. Short summaries will
be edited for length and clarity. All information should be in complete sentences, and written in the third
person future form: “The presenter will show...” rather than “I will show...” and “Participants will...” rather
than “You will...”

From the Program Committee

Advice Regarding Submissions

JALT encourages broad participation and a wide range of viewpoints; however, time and space limitations
make it impossible to accept all the proposals submitted. Major factors in the selection process include:
clarity, appropriateness for the intended audience, relevance to the conference theme, quality of research,
and indications that the presentations will be well prepared. The selection committee also tries to achieve a
balance of topics and interests.

We do not accept submissions that are not directly related to language teaching or the professional
development of language teachers. If you are uncertain whether your proposal meets the criteria, please
contact the conference program chair <conf-program@jalt.org>.
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Factors that strengthen:
* The abstract is well written, carefully edited and proofread.
» The topic and point of view are clearly stated.
* The format is appropriate to the topic.
* The material to be presented fits the time allotted.
* The presenter shows familiarity with current practice and/or research.
* Proposals that are attuned to the conference theme will be reviewed more favorably.

The format of the proposal abstract should follow a clear three-step order: background introduction,
problem addressed, and finally exactly what will be attended to in the presentation. Make very sure there is
no doubt in the mind of the reviewer what the presentation will show, investigate, or discuss.

Factors that weaken:
» The abstract is too short.
» The abstract is too general and no details or examples are given.
» The title is obscure, inappropriate, or unrelated to the content.
* Elaborate equipment is needed.
* The abstract is carelessly written.
» Insufficient time would be available to present.

Limitation of number of presentations

There is no limit to the number of submissions a single person may make. However, presenters with multiple
submissions will be limited to a maximum of one vetted presentation as main presenter so that as many
people as possible may present at JALT2009. Participation in multiple presentations is permissible, as long
as a single individual is not the main presenter in more than one presentation.

Registration

All presenters must pre-register for the conference. Failure of any presenter or co-presenter to pre-register
will result in cancellation of the presentation. Pre-registration information is automatically sent to all
presenters and JALT members. The deadline for pre-registration for presenters is 1 October, 2009.
Nonmembers can request pre-registration materials in writing by post (JALT Central Office, Urban Edge
Bldg 5F, 1-37-9 Taito, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-0016, Japan), email <jco@jalt.org>, or fax (03-3837-1631) from
the JALT Central Office. We regret that financial assistance cannot be provided to presenters.

Deadline for Presenter Pre-registration is 1 October, 2009.
Publications

Presenters are encouraged to submit revisions of their presentation for possible publication in the JALT
Journal or The Language Teacher, and articles based upon their presentations to the JALT2009 Conference
Proceedings (see the JALT2009 Conference Handbook for details).

See you in Shizuokal!

For more information: To submit a proposal:
<jalt.org/conference/> <jalt.org/conference/submit>
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