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Parents Learning with Children
FHE—BITHABLTLEIBERS
AMEBBIA

by Cynthia Keith

X—R-LULTF
Reading...yes my favorite thing in the world
to do! | can sit for hours with a book, even
carry them in and out of the toilet. In fact the
thought of wasting that 5 minutes in the little
room without a book is inconceivable to me.
What a waste of a good 5 minutes!
My mother taught me to love reading, one of
the best things she ever did. Reading does
not come naturally and in fact as a skill it is
probably one of the hardest to learn, but
learn you can and growing to love reading is
not such a stretch from there.
| started out with the Disney Read-A-Long
books. You turned the page when Tinkerbell
rang her magic bell (ting a ling a ling!). There
were lots of exciting stories and no one had
to be there. | could listen and read all by
myself. Now because | had no idea of where
one word stopped and the new one began, it
was a little hard at first. But | soon got the
idea and learned to make more and more
knowledgeable guesses about where | was
on the page. The pictures were always
engaging and Tinkerbell always made sure
that | was on the right page!

| went from there to the school readers. They

were about Dick and Dora and their dog Spot.

They were phonetic readers but with an
interesting story about things that Spot was
up to or about Dick or Dora themselves. It
wasn’t long before I'd read them all.

Being allowed to take the books home
from school and reading them out loud to
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Dad as he cooked dinner was great, because
Daddy always knew the words | couldn’t read,
even though he couldn’t see the book. How
he always managed to guess the words |
never knew. | grew up knowing | had a really
smart Daddy!.

| would sit there and read the homework
pages and Daddy would help me read them
properly with the right phrasing and breaks
for commas and periods. Oftentimes when |
got the stress wrong, he would help me with
that too. He even let me read on to the end if
the stories got really exciting. Then at school
| could ask the teacher for a new book. | think
she was happy too.

We also went to the library every weekend
and | had my very own library card. | could
pick out four books and Mummy would help
me choose four | had never read before. We
would start out with picture books that had
only a line or two on each page, and then |
would always have to chose one with at least
five lines that | could read at bedtime.
Actually quite often Mummy or Daddy would
read it to my sister and me. As we got older |
began reading to my sisters too.

By the time | was 8 | had read my way
through all of the year three and four readers
and had to go to the grade five class for
reading. Now that was exciting because
grade five had SRA Lab kits, and they had
lots and lots of reading cards with a special
set of questions you had to answer at the end
to check if you understood everything
properly. Check them out at
<srareadinglabs.com/>.

After that it began to get expensive for Mum
and Dad because | had a voracious appetite
for reading and had read most of what was in
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the library and | now had a taste for series
books. Mystery novels like the Hardy Boys,
Nancy Drew, Encyclopedia Brown, and
others like them, and I'd go through a couple
of books a day!

So, how exactly did | learn the skill of
reading? There was a great deal of love of
reading in general and a great respect shown
to books in my home. First | was taught to
listen for words and then find the words on
the page. | was taught to enjoy my little
successes and taught to "sound things out" a
little before giving up.

My parents used to have a nice warm cosy
place and we would often sit on Dad or
Mum'’s lap and they would read to us and
then we would read to them. It was our time,
a quiet time. It felt safe and there was no
pressure. It was peaceful. | can compare it to
of the experiences of some of my friends
whose parents would push them and shout at
them saying, things like You should know
this! We've read this a hundred times
already! What are the words! Come on you
know this! Well, it was frightening and off
putting to think that anyone would want to
take away all the peacefulness of reading.

As | grew a little older of course | would read
a great deal by myself. Luckily, phonics was
something | simply grew up with and was not
something | needed to be formally taught. But
it is a skill that | am glad | mastered in the end,
as knowing the rules has made reading so
much better and easier for me.

As my parents became busier | would run in
and out of the rooms they were in and ask
them what the words meant and this
eventually resulted in them teaching me how
to use the dictionary. | was a great thing, a
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book that had all the meanings of all the
words in all my books!

The best friend | had was my own curiosity, |
never tired of turning the pages to find out
what happens next. | hope your children grow
up to feel the same way.
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Reod with me
HETLZLEMIMET
by Naoko wclellan

~J L7 UEA

Fun and practical way to use picture books!
In this column | will introduce a variety of
picture books, authentic and new, and how
they can add spice to your daily classroom.
To make them useful, | have chosen books in
regards to the four language acquisition
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

Reading

We talked about listening in the last issue of
TLC, and now we would like to focus on
reading. Picture books in general can be
enjoyed by all generations, from young to old,
but here our target will be the young learner
of English as a foreign language.

Stories which take place in picture books give
a perfect diet for the buildup of fluency in all
skills. Listening and reading fluency,
especially, are based on a positive attitude,
not understanding everything, and the skills
of searching for meaning, predicting, and
guessing (Wright 1995).

Children are not capable of reading any
language from the very beginning. Reading
compared with speaking is an unnatural
process. But, Sanmori (2002) states that
children are capable of reading through their
eyes and their ears. An analytic network that
is based on logical thinking, which we need
for a self directed reading, is built through
listening to the stories and looking at the
pictures of a book. And she also states that

T
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when children learn how to read, they learn
how to correspond analytically, logically, or
creatively by differentiating or by combining
their analytic network.

Through listening to the stories, children read
for meaning with their ears. With their eyes
they gather information from the pictures.

Reading aloud to children is one of the
beginning stages of self directed reading but
we should not stop reading to children even
after they learn how to read by themselves.

Today, through drilling and early academic
enforcement, children learn how to read at
very young age. Today among these children
there is said to be a group of children called
“Hyperlexics”, who can read at a very young
age but cannot comprehend what they are
reading. Knowing how to read words does
not always mean comprehending. Real
reading is not just decoding letters; what we
read must be internalized for comprehension.

We do not need to worry about when we
should start reading to children and when we
should stop reading to them but we should
keep on reading to our children until they
naturally wean themselves. According to
Curtain and Pesola, there is a correlation
between children’s oral language
development and their reading ability.
Children learn to read more quickly and
easily when there is a reason for doing so.

Children gather information through picture
books, and they will have the opportunity

to experience various matters as well as
learn ethical concepts and social rules.
Picture books provide us with various
approaches.



Paul (2003) states that it is much easier to
learn and internalize something new if we
approach it from a number of different
directions. Skills support one another, and
being able to read and write enables an EFL
learner to speak more communicatively.

Children receive the author’s message and
sensuousness from the picture books
through their own sensuous qualities and
nourish themselves. Picture books not only
support language acquisition but they
support the cultivation of aesthetic
sentiments.

How to Make an Apple Pie
and See the World
(Dragonfly Books)

Marjorie Priceman; 1996;
Dragonfly

ISBN: 978-0679880837

For young learners is good to start off with
feeling the actual apple in their hands. Touch
it, smell it, feel the weight, and then ask
children what they want to make with it.
When they answer “Let’'s make an apple
pie”(use your professional skill to guild the
children to the necessary answer), it is the
time to go into the picture book! This is a
story about a girl who travels around the
world to gather ingredients to make the BEST
apple pie in the world. Children will be sure to
discover all the ingredients from the pictures
and they will be happy to share the book with
you.

Lunch

Denise Fleming; 1996; Henry
Holth & Co (J)

ISBN: 978-0805046465

What did the little mouse have for lunch? In
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the pages of this book, you will experience
colorful drawings of fruits and vegetables that
the mouse had for lunch. You will find a part
of the drawing of the food that will appear in
the pages to come. Children will catch on
right away to this hint and they will start
guessing what the next one will be. At the
very end, you will find the mouse very
colorfull Can you guess all of the food the
mouse had eaten from the colors on its
body? Without knowing, children will begin to
speak up and they will feel like they are
actually reading through the
pages.

o First the Egg (Theodor Seuss

.o Geisel Honor Book)

Laura Vaccaro Seeger; 2007;
Roaring Brook

ISBN: 978-1596432727

Caldecott Honor Award Book. Although this
picture book is little, its pictures have strong
impact on the readers. An egg becomes a
chicken, a tadpole becomes a frog, and the
color blue will become a nature scene. And
on the nature page, you will find everything
you have read through, including a nest. In
the nest you will find an egg. Once again,
egg becomes chicken....it goes on. You will
experience this endless story, our life cycle in
the natural world.

- Rosie's Walk

Rosie’s Walk
: Pat Hutchins; 1971; Aladdin
i Paperbacks

=<~ ISBN: 978-0020437505

Rosie the hen lives in the barn. One day she
decides to take a walk around. But, oh no!
The fox is right behind her. What will happen
to Rosie? Rosie, without noticing, walks
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casually around through the farm and back to
her barn. This book only contains 14 pages of
pictures and 32 words. Enjoy the world of
Hutchins and enjoy the walk through the
barnyard.

The Very Lazy Ladybug

Isobel Finn; 2003; Tiger Tales
ISBN: 978-1589253797

The Vch
Ladyp,
¥ A
\o23 . Uy

X »

The lazy ladybug loves to sleep all day long
and has forgotten how to fly. So the ladybug
decides to get a ride from the animals. But
the animals move around, jump, hop, and
never stay still. Finally the ladybug finds a
slow moving elephant and decides to get a
ride. But, with a large sneeze, the ladybug is
thrown off the elephant. Oh my! What did the
ladybug do then? Very colorful and clear
drawings will attract everyone’s attention and
you will surely enjoy it.
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and See the World
(Dragonfly Books)

 Marjorie Priceman; 1996;
Dragonfly

ISBN: 978-0679880837
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Lunch

Denise Fleming; 1996; Henry Holth
& Co (J)

ISBN: 978-0805046465
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Geisel Honor Book)

Laura Vaccaro Seeger; 2007;
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The Very Lazy Ladybug

Isobel Finn; 2003; Tiger Tales
ISBN: 978-1589253797
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Officer Reports

Jane Takizawa — Coordinator

| was privileged to attend the Executive
Board Meeting in June. Although | only knew
a handful of people there, | was welcomed
into the meeting as if I'd been a long-standing
member.

The content of the meeting was
typical—upcoming events (the national
conference, etc.), special projects (the new
database), and the budget. Even for a first
timer, it was easy to follow the agenda and
keep up with the discussions. The officers in
charge of the meeting made a lot of effort to
see that the participants were well informed
of the issues on the table before attending.

Being the representative of a SIG, though, I'd
have to say that the most meaningful time
during the 2-day session was when all the
SIG reps got together to discuss topics
unique to their groups. As various issues
were laid on the table, it was obvious that
there is a lot of overlapping of interests
among the SIGs, and we tried to think of
ways we could support each other. One of
those ideas was for each SIG to post a list on
its website of people who would be willing to
give presentations on topics that are relevant
to other fields. The same camaraderie felt in
the general meeting continued in the small
group meeting as well.

The EBM is the core of JALT, and to see how
each officer is working for the smooth
operation of JALT has given me a greater
appreciation for the organization in general,
and | have a clearer understanding of the role
the TC SIG has within it.

*k%k
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Officer Reports
Cynthia Keith -TLC and Website
Dear Members,

Well, time really flies and | find myself with a
new TLC and another report for you all. This
last quarter has seen some work done on the
website. We are now up to Volume 8! We are
going to have to spend some money and time

getting volumes 9 and 10 ready for uploading,

but then we will be pretty much up to date on
the website. The latest three volumes are still
on sale, as are some of the back copies of
other volumes, so these will not be put online
at this time.

There are still a large number of TCSIG
members who haven't yet signed up for their
member account to be eligible to vote online
for the up coming elections and | urge you to
do so as soon as possible. Having a voice
and a vote is important and exercising that
vote even more so. | look forward to seeing
more people signing up soon. Please
remember to use your real name and not an
email alias as it does make it harder for us to
confirm who are current members when the
voting occurs.

The new set of dates for Volume 14 are also
included in this number as are the themes.
We will be looking into the personalities of
children and their learning styles. |
encourage you all to get your thinking caps
on and start sending us your articles as early
as you have them ready!

As usual, the TLC is looking for proofreaders
and translators and | really hope that you will
give it some thought and come along and join
us.
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Call for Contributions & Translators Sought

Call for Contributions

The TC SIG is now looking for content for Volume 13 of the TLC. If you have an interest in
writing for us, please take a look at the submission guidelines at the back of the TLC. We are
looking forward to receiving your submissions.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Translators Sought

Would you like to be a translator?

Volunteer translators are needed to translate between English and Japanese for the /TLC/ and
the TC SIG website. All translations will be peer checked to ensure that the best possible
translations appear. Translation work on the /TLC/ is usually required during a 1-month period
on a quarterly basis, so it would suit people who are looking to get their feet wet! Translation for
the website is ongoing.

Persons interested should contact the TLC publications chair at<publications@tcsig.jalt.org>

*kkkk

HEREEE !

FIRZ LT & HEFELTHET !

TLC & AR—LR—=VOFR(FEICHEFENO AARGE) 2R T7 T 4 7 & LTHFBo TS D%
BLCWET, BIRREN b0 EZ B TR TRE LE LT, B4, FRIEEY
fiZ—27 Ad Y FIZAEOFRANCHbE TIThIE T MEICE R EWE LT IEE 50,
FOZTHEHE L ES 0,

Bk D & 5 1% TLC /X7 U 77— 3 4%V < publications @tcsig.jalt.org>F T, TiEE< 72X
AN

[l



Schedule for Volume 13 & 14

Sehecle for VYelvgne 18

TLC V13 Number 4 Winter 2009
Theme: Skills - Writing
Copy Date for Writers: 01 December 08
Copy Date for Officer Reports: 22 December 08
22 December 08
22 December 08
28 December 08

14 January 09

Copy Date for Translators:
Copy Date for Advertisers:
To the Proof Reader:

To the Printer:

Publication Date: 26 January 09

TLC V13 Number 4-20094E4 &
T~ FEFHN

SOEFHEY) 2008 £ 12 H 1 H
BT BRL i) 2008 4 12 A 22 H
FHERE#H ) 2008 4E 12 A 22 H

IR e Y] 2008 45 12 A 22 H
FIEBR4A 2008 4F 12 H 28 H

FIARE 2009 451 H 14 H

Hi B 2009 451 A 26 H

Sehecvle for Yelvine 14

TLC V14 Number 1 Spring 2009
Theme: The Quiet Child

Copy Date for Writers/Officers 17 February 09

To the Proof Reader 02 March 09
Copy Date for Translators 16 March 09
Copy Date for Advertisers 16 March 09
Copy to the Printer 30 March 09
Publication Date 14 April 09

TLC V143 Number 2 Summer 2009
Theme: The Uninterested Child

Copy Date for Writers/Officers 2 June 09
To the Proof Reader 15 June 09
Copy Date for Translators 29 June 09
Copy Date for Advertisers 29 June 09
Copy to Printer 14 July 09
Publication Date 28 July 09
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TLC V14 Number 3 Fall 2009
(On-line Issue)

Theme: The Active Child

Copy Date for Writers/Officers 18 August 09
Copy Date to Proofreaders 31 August 09
Copy Date for Translators 8 September 09
Copy Date for Advertisers 8 September 09

Publication Date 6 October 09

TLC V14 Number 4 Winter 2010

Theme: The Curious Child

Copy Date for Writers/Officers1 December 09
Copy to Proofreaders 14 December 09
Copy Date for Translators 22 December 09
Copy Date for Advertisers 22 December 09
Copy to the Printer 14 January 10

Publication Date 31 January 10



Contact Us

Wewld yeu ee o confechk us?

Contact Details: Columnists:

Coordinator: coordinator@tcsig.jalt.org “Musical Footnotes”
Membership: membership@tcsig.jalt.org kathy@tcsig.jalt.org
Program Chair: program@tcsig.jalt.org “What Can | Do on Monday?”
Publicity/Chair: publicity@tcsig.jalt.org yuco@tcsig.jalt.org
Publications Chair  publications@tcsig.jalt.org “Parents Learning with Children”
Treasurer: treasurer@tcsig.jalt.org cynthia@tcesig jalt.org

TLC Editor: editor@tcsig.jalt.org “WonQerfuI W(.)rd.s"

Web Master: webmaster@tcsig.jalt.org “Let’sjli:;?:iz{r? (Iet'.,org

Proof Reading: aleda@tcsig.jalt.org

aleda@tcsig.jalt.org

We especially want to thank the translators for this issue: Megumi Takemura, Shoko
Noguchi, Masako Ito, and Lisa Nishiyama, and the Japanese proof readers, Naoko
McLellan and Masako Ito. And thanks to Lisa Nishiyama for the cover art.

Would you live to become more involved
With the SIG?

If you would then here are some options.........

Join our mailing list: <groups.yahoo.com/group/tcsig>

Stand for election as an officer — Nominations are open until JALT Junior.

Are you interested in helping to edit or proofread the Newsletter or work on the website?
Contact Naoko, the Coordinator: <coordinator@tcsig.jalt.org>

Would you like to write for the TLC? Send your proposal to the editor: <editor@tcsig.jalt.org>.

Do you want to present around Japan!? Contact the Program Chair, for more information and
help: <program@tcsig.jalt.org>.

Help the TC SIG Grow! Tell friends and colleagues about us. Encourage them to join or
subscribe!

AND IF YOU HAVE OPINIONS, CONCERNS, or QUESTIONS please let us know!
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Submission Guidelines

Submission Guidelines

Submissions are welcome in English or Japanese in the
following categories: Features, Mini Articles, Lesson Plans,
What Can | Do Monday (activities).

Here are the guidelines:

Features:

1500-3000 words. Ideally should include references.

Mini Articles:

Maximum 500 words on the theme of the issue. Should

include a practical idea that can be used by teachers or that

poses a question to get teachers to re-evaluate their
teaching methods.

Lesson Plans:

Maximum 1500 words. Explanation of activities should be

included.

What Can | Do Monday?

Maximum 750 words. Should include a summary using the

following categories: Activity Name,

Language Focus, Aim, Materials, Time, Class size, Energy

level (see the column for examples).

Format for Submissions

All submissions should be sent in attached documents. We
prefer plain text files or Microsoft Word.

All text should be aligned left. Spacing for paragraphs
should be set to zero (in MSWord you can set the
paragraph spacing by selecting paragraph on the
pull-down format menu).

Please separate paragraphs by using a single return
between each paragraph.

Between sentences use a single space (traditionally two
spaces were used with typewriters, but please, please
use just a single space).

Avoid indenting, especially the first line of paragraphs (in
MSWord you can set the paragraph spacing by
selecting paragraph on the pull-down format menu).

Limit formatting of the document to the use of bold and
italics. Avoid bulleted or numbered lists (in MSWord
you can set bulleted and numbered lists to none by
selecting bullets and numbering on the format
pull-down menu). If a particular format is desired
please write notes (e.g. "place the following text in a
box™").

The less formatting, the better.

PLEASE SEND all submissions and inquiries about

submissions by email to the editor:

<editor@tcsig.jalt.org>

We look forward to hearing from you.
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JALT’'s West Tokyo Chapter and Teaching Children SIG are pleased to present ....

Micro-Conference #8:
Teaching English to Young Learners: Paving the Way

Date: Sunday, December 21st, 2008

Time: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Speakers: Aleda Krause, Mayuka Habbick, Hitomi Sakamoto, & Chantal
Hemmi

Fee: JALT members and TKU faculty: free

One-day members (i.e., non-members): ¥2,000

Venue: Tokyo Keizai University, Dai-ni Kenkyuu Center, Lobby

More Info: <http://jwt.nomestead.com/home.htmI>

Contact:  <westtokyojalt-owner@yahoogroups.com>, or 070-5572-2882 on
the day

JIALT (BEEFHETFL) PR RETR L REEFHBENETSCHIETSE 8
BleAf 278 B 77 Ly AOBALETT, 2Oy NTIHEBOREE R,
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The West Tokyo Chapter and the Teaching Children Special Interest Group of JALT
(Japan Association for Language Teaching) announce the eighth in a series of
micro-conferences, each featuring several presenters exploring a particular topic for a
whole day. The theme of our December micro-conference is teaching children, with
presentations on global issues, young learners’ goals, the role of the teacher, the role of
games, and guiding young learners from listening to speaking.
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