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Abstract: In this presentation author and teacher, Patricia Daly Oe, discussed the value of using picture books and storytelling in the learning environment for children from the pre-school to early elementary age groups. Following on from this, she showed practical examples of how to use picture books and storytelling techniques in small and large classes and for a range of linguistic levels. Themes covered included: using stories for vocabulary development, creative activities inspired by picture books, rhythm and rhyme, making your own picture stories (students and teachers), famous Japanese stories in English and using stories for special events such as Halloween, Christmas or school performances. Patricia used many examples of books by a number of different authors as well as her own materials and interactive activities to illustrate her talk. 
Using the example of her picture book, ‘Where Are My Stripes’, author, illustrator and teacher, Patricia Daly Oe, demonstrated how to plan creative and enjoyable lessons around a picture book for children aged from around 4 to 8 years old. It was an interactive presentation with games, a quiz and a song as well as a general discussion about the advantages of using picture books to teach English to children. 

"Children are all-important, and so is art…Art is food for the soul. Picture books offered a chance to communicate the importance of things such as kindness, compassion, friendship, beauty."
子供は何よりも大切です。そして、芸術も。芸術は心の糧です。絵本は優しさ、思いやり、友情、美しさなど、大切なものを伝える機会を与えてくれます。
Brian Wildsmith,

May 2006

Why use picture books in class？
· Enjoyment

· Vocabulary development

· Listening comprehension

· Pronunciation and fluency

· Stimulating the imagination

· Long-term memory

How to tell or read a story

· Identify the main theme and pre-teach essential vocabulary

· Set the mood or atmosphere

· Use props

· Tell the story with feeling – vocal and facial expression

· Ask questions to check comprehension

· Introduce related activities

Activities

· Eliciting vocabulary

· Questions about story or quiz

· Reading out loud

· Drama

· Games

· Drawing

· Making things

· Songs/chants

· Dancing/movement

· Storytelling

· Writing

· Creative writing

Effective books for using in class

· stories that capture the imagination

· simple, helpful, applicable language

· repetition, rhyme, rhythm

· appealing or stimulating pictures

Other ideas for storytelling and picture book usage in the classroom

· Making your own picture books (students and teachers)

· Writing poetry

· English translations of famous Japanese stories

· Using stories for special events ( Halloween, Christmas, etc.)

· Storytelling without pictures

Books mentioned during the presentation

This is my own personal list of some of the books that I use to teach English and my own materials.

Pants. Giles Andreae & Nick Sharratt. 2005. David Fickling Books. ISBN 0385609299
The Snowman. Raymond Briggs. 1978. Random House Books. ISBN 0394839730
I Won’t Bite. Rod Campbell. 2005. Campbell Books. ISBN 1405050977
The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Eric Carle. 1981. Scholastic. ISBN 0590030299
Molly’s Hair. Emma Damon. 2001. Tango Books. ISBN 1857075102
Are You My Mother? P. D. Eastman. 1960. Random House Books. ISBN 0394800184
Who’s Behind Me? Toshio Fukuda. 2006. RIC Publications. ISBN 174126040X
Goodnight Dear Moon. Akiko Hayashi. 2006. RIC Publications. ISBN 1741260906
The Day of Ahmed’s Secret. Florence Parry Heide & Judith Heide Gilliland. 1990. HarperCollins. ISBN 0688088945
Amazing Grace. Mary Hoffman & Shay Youngblood. 1998. Dramatic Pub. ISBN 0871298090
Boo Who. Joan Holub. 1997. Cartwheel. ISBN 059005905X
One Bear At Bedtime. Mick Inkpen. 1989. Hodder Children's Books. ISBN 0340428414
Cornelius. Leo Lionni. 1994. Dragonfly Books. ISBN 0679860401
Chugging All the Way. Naokata Mase. 2006. RIC Publications. ISBN 1741264375
Big Beanie’s Bed. Miwa Nakaya. 2004. RIC Publications. ISBN 4902216086
Peter the Lonely Pineapple. Patricia Daly Oe. 2002. Net Musashino. ISBN 494423760X
Princess Lizzie. Patricia Daly Oe. 2005. Net Musashino. ISBN 4944237626
Blue Mouse, Yellow Mouse. Patricia Daly Oe. 2007. RIC Publications. ISBN 1741264391
Where Are My Stripes? Patricia Daly Oe. 2007. RIC Publications. ISBN 1741264383
One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish. Dr. Seuss. 1960. Random House Books. ISBN 0394800133
Join In or Else. Nick Toczek. 2000. Macmillan Children's Books. ISBN 0330482637
Miki’s First Errand. Yoriko Tsutsui & Akiko Hayashi. 2006. RIC Publications. ISBN 1741260132
Patty’s Hot Day. Amy Uehara. Net Musashino.
Nicky’s Picnic. Harriet Ziefert & Richard Brown. 1986. Puffin. ISBN 0140505849
Nicky’s Noisy Night. Harriet Ziefert & Richard Brown. 1986. Puffin. ISBN 0140505830
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